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 An Exciting Environmental Project for Birdwood Reserve, Karori 
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Imagine being greeted by a bevy of birds, beautiful bush, and a babbling stream as you enter and explore the Birdwood Reserve in a wonderfully picturesque environment, full of bird song. 
For decades Birdwood Reserve has been largely ignored despite being at the very entrance to Karori. It is a beautiful stream gully but is steep sided and hard to access other than via round the Sanctuary, Saint John's Pool track. As a result, Birdwood Reserve had been unloved, weedy and full of rubbish. KĀKĀ and its predecessor, Friends of Birdwood Reserve members, have in recent years pulled literally truckloads of rubbish out of the reserve.

KĀKĀ (Karori Kaitiaki), in partnership with Wellington Rotary Clubs, is planning to make the Birdwood Reserve more environmentally attractive and sustainable, through more extensive weeding, ‘tidying up’ the vegetation and creating a robust pathway through it. Pest trapping will be more accessibly achieved, making it safer for the birds and eggs. Weeding will be able to be undertaken regularly by volunteers, already offering their services. Purity of the Stream water will be restored.
We have worked with WCC to determine the best route as some parts are steep, and the pathway needs to cross the Kaiwharawhara stream once. This means the track needs to be partly built by contractors, and partly by volunteers. The cost of construction, in cash, materials and labour, is estimated at $100,000. Through fundraising so far, the Birdwood Reserve Environmental Project Group (BREPG) has raised over $23,000 in cash, plus approx. the same value of volunteer time and materials pledged. In order to begin, donations are urgently required. Offers of physical assistance are welcomed and called on for working bees or when necessary. Funding permitting, the track will be built later this year. As plans and consents are all in place, it is ‘shovel ready’.
The new track will give visitors a glimpse of more interesting environmental features on the way to Zealandia. The journey along it is full of stories. The Kaiwharawhara Stream (Te Mahanga branch) runs through Birdwood Reserve, from the historic 1870's Karori Dam in Zealandia, to a tunnel under the 1930s Appleton Park landfill. It passes the 1868-71 Golden Crown gold mine and the 1909 and 1933 St John's Pools. 

We aim to create a greater sense of community ownership, appreciation and care of Birdwood Reserve by making it more environmentally friendly for all.

For more information or to donate please visit

www.BirdwoodReserve.com
To help, please contact:  Dawn at Action-Sanders@xtra.co.nz or Siva at karori.kaitiaki@gmail.com
Birdwood Reserve Environmental Project
Donation Information Form
Name of Donor: ___________________________________________________________________

If an organisation, please also state contact person’s name__________________________________


Address: __________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ Post Code _________________

Phone: ________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________
Amount donated: $__________  Date paid into KĀKĀ Account:_____________________
Amount pledged: $__________  Amount will be paid by: ____________________________
Donations to: 
Account Name: Karori Kaitiaki (KĀKĀ) Inc     

Account #: 03-1540-0065715-00

Ref: BirdwoodReserve

Scan and return this form to Anna at E: karori.kaitiaki@gmail.com 

cc Dawn at E: Action-Sanders@xtra.co.nz 
Please note that Karori Kaitiaki is a registered Charitable Trust ~ CC63429 and has Charitable Donee status
All donations of $5,00 or more are eligible for a 1/3rd rebate. A receipt will be issued.

Please visit www.birdwoodreserve.com
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